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by the increase of litigation in the particular field intended to be covered 
by the new work. A practical up-to-date treatise on "Receivers" was un- 
doubtedly needed,' and the demand has been most acceptably supplied by 
Mr. Alderson. After treating his subject thoroughly and in detail, the 
author greatly increases the value of his work by the chapter in which he 
summarizes the law of receivers. In this particular Mr. Alderson sets an 
example which all authors should follow. It is of very great value to a 
lawyer in the beginning of the study of a subject to be able to get "a bird's 
eye view," and a text book which presents such a view has a manifest ad- 
vantage over those which omit this most important feature. 



Whabton and Stille's Medical Jurispbudence. Fifth edition. Legal Ques- 
tions, by Frank H. Bowlby, of the publishers' editorial staff; Insanity, by 
James Hendrle Lloyd, A. M., M. D. ; Poisons, by Robert Amory, A. M., M. D., 
and Robert L. Emerson, A. B., M. D. ; Physical Conditions and Treatment, 
medical aspect, by Truman Abbe, A. B., M. D. The Lawyers' Co-operative 
Fubllsbing Co., Rochester, N. Y. 1905. Three Volumes. Pages, 2,580. 

It is a well known fact that text-books on medical subjects become obso- 
lete within five years after publication. This is due to the rapid develop- 
ment of the science, and in no branch is this more particularly true than in 
those related to medical jurisprudence. This work, always a standard, 
has been made more worthy of confidence than ever by intrusting the 
medical aspect to physicians who are specialists in neurology and physi- 
ology. Its thoroughness and the fact that the style is attractive and not 
too learned should make the book a popular one with the legal fraternity. 

A comparison of the classification of insanity given therein with that 
given in Virginia text-books like Mayo's Guide or Minor's Institutes will 
give the reader an opportunity to judge of the great changes in the litera- 
ture of that subject as well as to appreciate the many excellencies of the 
work under review. 

C. B. G. 



The American and Engi-ish Enctci-opbdia of Law. Edited by David S. Gar 
land and Charles Porterfleld, under the supervision of James Cockcroft 
Second Edition. Vol. XXX. Edward Thompson Company, Northport, 
Long Island, New York : 1905. 

This volume completes (exclusive of index) a work which has done 
much to lighten the labors of the busy lawyer. When the Edward Thomp- 
son Company began the publication of this monumental work their service 
to the piofession was immediately appreciated, and the publication of each 
succeeding volume has placed the bar under additional obligations to the 
concern which was the pioneer in the modern encyclopedic method of the 
treatment of legal subjects. Volume 30 contains a treatment of subjects 
of the greatest practical importance. One of the most useful of its articles 
is that on "Witnesses," to which subject nearly 300 pages is devoted. The 
value of the article is enhanced by reason of the fact of the scarcity of 
te.\t-books specifically treating the subject. The trial lawyer would do 
well to read this article, because it contains much matter which he should 
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store away in his brain for use when questions suddenly arise in the midst 
of trials when there is no time to investigate. Among the important 
subjects exhaustively dealt with are Warranty, Waste, Water and Water 
Courses, Winding up of Corporations, and Working Contracts. This 
latter title strikes us as being somewhat singular in that it treats of what 
are known in this State as "building contracts," that is, a contract under 
which work or labor is performed in the erection, construction, or repair 
of buildings. 

We congratulate the Edward Thompson Company on the completion of 
their task. They have succeeded in giving to the lawyer a work which has 
come into universal use and favor. We are glad to know that the work 
is to be kept up to date by the publication of supplemental volumes. 
While it is somewhat harrowing to think that we shall have to continue in 
perpetuity the purchase of each succeeding supplement, yet the lawyer 
must not and will not be satisfied unless furnished promptly with the very 
latest deliverances of the courts. 



The Fedbral Statutes Annotated. Containin^r all the Laws of the United 
States of a General and Permanent Nature in force on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 190.3. Conipiled under the editorial supervision of William M. McKlnney, 
editor of the Eincyclopedla of Pleading and Practice, and Peter Kemper, Jr. 
Vol. VI. Edward Thompson Company, Northport, Long Island, New York : 
1905. 

We have but one complaint to make of Federal Statutes Annotated, and 
that is that the volumes do not appear as rapidly as we would like. When 
w<e take up one of the volumes which has already appeared and see how 
completely the Federal Statutes and case law governing each subject is 
treated, it is indeed tantalizing when we come to the investigation of a 
subject that belongs to the rear end of the alphabet. We are so much 
pleased with what has appeared in this valuable set of books that we are 
longing for its completion. Perhaps the most important subject contained 
in volume six is Public Lands, to which is devoted more than 300 pages. 
Among the other important subjects dealt with are Post Office Depart- 
ment; Prisons and Prisoners; Private Land Claims, Court of; Public Con- 
tract, Public Debt, Public Documents, Public Moneys, Public Officers, Rail- 
roads, Rivers, and Canals. 



The Master-word, a Story of the South of To-day. By L. H. Hammond. The 
Macmlllan Co., New York: 1905. $1.50 net. 

This is a story of the vinfaithful husband who begets out of wedlock a 
negro child, and the consequent suffering of himself and his wife, who, out 
of love for her husband, dead of grief, raises the negro child. 

If there is any excuse for such a book, we have not been able to find it. 
Revolting and disgusting in its nature, it neither instructs nor amuses; 
and the more one reads, the more he wonders how a woman could have 
written such a book, much less have dedicated it to her husband. 

C. B. G. 



